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First Horizon Bank took second place: John Dwyer, Bryan Simmering, Darin De Lelys, Matt Bevins and Greg Mitchell courTEsY

SWINGING SUCCESS

Grampy'’s Pro-Am golf tourney raises record-breaking funds

Special to Fort Myers News-Press
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

The 6th annual Grampy’s Pro-Am, a
fundraising event held at Fiddlesticks
Country Club on December 8, 2023, was a
resounding success, bringing together golf
enthusiasts, sponsors, volunteers, and sup-
porters for a day of philanthropy and cam-
araderie. The event raised over $113,000 in
support of Ronald McDonald House Char-
ities® Southwest Florida (RMHC SWFL).

With a cool breeze in the air, 115 partici-
pants swung into action, embodying the
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spirit of generosity for families and children
in need. The exciting day included a great
round of golf on the Long Mean, fun on-
course activities, and great food. It ended
with a ball drop, thanks to the South Trail
Fire Station. The heartfelt commitment of
all involved was evident, creating a memo-
rable day on the course that went beyond
golf.

“We are thrilled almost to double what
we raised last year for RMHC SWFL, thanks
to the support of our dedicated sponsors
and participants, especially our event host,
Grampy’s Charities,” said Julie Todaro, Di-

rector of Development. “This incredible
achievement would not have been possible
without the generosity of the sponsors, par-
ticipants, volunteers, and staff. We are so
grateful to everyone involved.”

This event is a crucial part of our annual
fundraising efforts, and its success is sig-
nificantly due to Jim Castle and Grampy’s
Charities, who has been underwriting it for
the past six years. Their commitment and
generosity have been instrumental in help-
ing us support our programs.

See GOLF, Page 2C
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Volunteers Judy Nedeau, Francine Zizelman, Grampy, John Arnold, Amber
Jandik, Gail Seamonds, and Marie Martin COURTESY

Golf

Continued from Page 1C

Our heartfelt gratitude extends to the
event’s sponsors, without whom this
achievement would not have been pos-
sible:

e Premier Sponsor: Sanibel Captiva
Community Bank

e Title Sponsor: First Horizon Bank
Foundation

e Event Sponsor: Grampy’s Charities

e Presenting Sponsor: Martin Brower

e Eagle Sponsors: Arch Manage-
ment, Lee Health Foundation Golisano
Children’s Hospital of Southwest Flori-
da, Richard Paul, Cameratta Compa-
nies, and Turano Florida Bun

e Lunch Sponsor: California Closets

e Putting Contest Sponsor: Richard
DeStefano

e Beverage Cart Sponsor: Dr Pepper

e Bag Drop Sponsor: Stansell Con-
struction LLC

e Bag Hole Drop Sponsor: Grandma’s
Grove RV Park

e Hole Flag Sponsors: Blue Knights
FLXVI, Lee County Sheriff’s Office, Be-
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snard Insurance, Dairy-Mix, Inc., Ad
ams Foods, Inc., and Grandma’s Grov
RV Park

e Hole-In-One Sponsor: Scanlon Au

to Group

e Ball Cannon Sponsor: Gulf Point:
Properties

e In-Kind Sponsor: Vectra Digital

Congratulations to the winnin;
teams:

e 1st Place Winners First Horizoi
Bank (team #2): Players Ralph Cioffi
Lee Weeks, James Mason, and Rodne;
Bungartz

e 2" Place winners - First Horizoi
Bank (team #1): Players John Dwyel
Bryan Simmering, Golf Pro, Matt Bev
ins, and Greg Mitchell

e 3 Place winners - Team Jandik
Players Dr. Ken Jandik, Dennis Glovel
Bob Foust, and Ric Nalyd

“Stay tuned for details about our 7tl
annual Grampy’s Pro-Am Golf Tourna
ment that will take place in Decembe
2024,” Julie added.

For more information about support
ing RMHC SWFL and underwriting op
portunities, visit our  website
rmheswfl.org, or contact Julie Todaro a
(239) 437-0202 or julie@rmhcswfl.org.
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