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CAUSES

The 6th annual Grampy’s Pro-Am, a
fundraising event held at Fiddlesticks
Country Club on December 8, 2023, was a
resounding success, bringing together golf
enthusiasts, sponsors, volunteers, and sup-
porters for a day of philanthropy and cam-
araderie. The event raised over $113,000 in
support of Ronald McDonald House Char-
ities® Southwest Florida (RMHC SWFL).

With a cool breeze in the air, 115 partici-
pants swung into action, embodying the

spirit of generosity for families and children
in need. The exciting day included a great
round of golf on the Long Mean, fun on-
course activities, and great food. It ended
with a ball drop, thanks to the South Trail
Fire Station. The heartfelt commitment of
all involved was evident, creating a memo-
rable day on the course that went beyond
golf.

“We are thrilled almost to double what
we raised last year for RMHC SWFL, thanks
to the support of our dedicated sponsors
and participants, especially our event host,
Grampy’s Charities,” said Julie Todaro, Di-

rector of Development. “This incredible
achievement would not have been possible
without the generosity of the sponsors, par-
ticipants, volunteers, and staff. We are so
grateful to everyone involved.”

This event is a crucial part of our annual
fundraising efforts, and its success is sig-
nificantly due to Jim Castle and Grampy’s
Charities, who has been underwriting it for
the past six years. Their commitment and
generosity have been instrumental in help-
ing us support our programs.

First Horizon Bank took second place: John Dwyer, Bryan Simmering, Darin De Lelys, Matt Bevins and Greg Mitchell COURTESY

SWINGING SUCCESS
Grampy’s Pro-Am golf tourney raises record-breaking funds

Special to Fort Myers News-Press

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See GOLF, Page 2C

The Greater Fort Myers Chamber of
Commerce Foundation, which focuses
its philanthropic efforts on education
initiatives, has issued four grants total-
ing $2,176 to teachers in The School Dis-
trict of Lee County.

On Dec. 14, the Chamber Foundation
visited the teachers and coaches from

Diplomat Middle School, East Lee
County High School, Oasis Elementary
South and Ida S. Baker High School for a
check presentation to receive their
funding.

The first of the four grants was pro-
vided to coach Kyle McClinton at East
Lee County High School. He received
$690 to help purchase female-specific 

Chamber of Commerce
awards four grants 
to local schools

Allison McCarraher at Oasis Elementary South received $500 to fund flexible
seating options for the students in her classroom. SUBMITTED

Special to Fort Myers News-Press

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See GRANTS, Page 6C
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TODAY’S CROSSWORD | ANDREWS MCMEEL

Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: My wife and I are ex-

pecting our first baby. The baby shower is
next weekend, and I was really looking
forward to it. My dad wants to plan some-
thing for the guys to do that day. He was
shocked when I said I was going to the ba-
by shower. He said no “real man” wants to
go to a baby shower and I’d be miserable
at a “girly baby party.”

I think that’s nuts; I want to see the
gifts for our son and celebrate the new ba-
by. My dad won’t back down. He went on
a rant about this generation of men let-
ting our wives “feminize” us and how it’s
ruining society and if I do this he’s going
to feel like he failed as a father. My wife
has nothing to do with me wanting to be
there, but he won’t listen.

I don’t know if this is a hill I want to die
on, but I also think I’d regret missing our
baby shower just because my dad is being
an idiot. What should I do?

Not “A Real Man”
Not “A Real Man”: Amazing how

much propaganda has seeped into family
connections. Amazing, horrifying and
sad.

I’m sorry your dad has lost it. You don’t
have to keep arguing with him, though.
His question was asked and answered:
“Thanks, Dad, but I’ll be at the shower.”

The! End!
Meaning, when he huffs and puffs,

you implement one or some of the follow-
ing: “Ya, gotta run, talk later,” then hang
up/leave. “I gave you my answer. Next
topic.” “Interesting.” Change subject.
“You’re entitled to your opinion. I am enti-
tled to mine,” change subject/hang up/
leave. “I’m sorry to hear that. You did your
job as a parent: I have my own views and
stand up for them. Thank you for teach-
ing me courage.” Etc.

Ranting, guilting, shame and refusing
to back down are all his concerns, not
yours. They’re only yours if you agree to
keep listening or feel you have to. “He
won’t listen” is irrelevant to your decision
because you attend the shower if you
want. Done.

These are hard steps but well-timed.
Raising children requires the backbone to
do what you think is right under signifi-
cant outside pressure to do something
else.

Readers’ thoughts:
h Believe me, this is just the start of

your dad’s opining on your parenting.
Stand up now. I can hear him questioning
your manliness if you change a diaper.

h “I’m sorry you feel that way, Dad.”
Then decline to engage further – every
time he dangles the threat of his displea-
sure over your choices. 

h Your dad is a glassbowl. I’m in my
mid-40s, and almost all our friends had
coed baby showers. Kids with two dads,
single fathers or nonbinary parents
shouldn’t be celebrated with showers?

h “You do not get an opinion on this.
Next topic.”

h Thinking one is the arbiter of what
makes a “real man,” or a “real” anything, is
the definition of being a real jerk. Also
grounds for losing all credibility.

h PLEASE defend your wife against
the malicious remarks undoubtedly com-
ing her way. My husband’s family spent
decades blaming me for his choices, and
his refusal to stand up to them obliterated
my faith in our relationship.

Email Carolyn at tellme@wash-
post.com.

ASK CAROLYN | CAROLYN HAX

Dad tells son that no ‘real man’
wants to go to a baby shower
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EASY

The Bachelor
ABC, 8 p.m. h Season Premiere
The 28th season of this beloved dating
reality series premieres tonight, featur-
ing 28-year-old tennis pro Joey Grazia-
dei and a group of 32 new contestants,
including Miami Dolphins cheerleader
Samantha Washington.

Ride
The CW, 8 p.m. h New Series
Hallmark Channel’s Western series
makes its debut on The CW tonight
with the pilot episode, titled “Legend of
the Fall,” which follows a rodeo family’s
attempt to save their ranch after a trag-
ic event.

America’s Most Wanted
FOX, 8 p.m. h Season Premiere
The iconic true-crime series America’s
Most Wanted returns to FOX, breaking
down some of the toughest cases with
a team of experts representing law
enforcement units.

America’s Got Talent: 
Fantasy League
NBC, 8 p.m.
The qualifying rounds conclude. One
act is given a Golden Buzzer and earns a
spot in the finals, with the audience
vote sending five acts through to the
semifinals.

TMZ Investigates
FOX, 9 p.m. h Season Premiere
Viewers get an inside look at some of
today’s most topical and intriguing
stories from TMZ as this series returns
for a new season.

Battle on the Mountain
HGTV, 9 p.m. h New Series
This new competition series takes place
in Breckenridge, Colorado, where Rico
Leon, Kim Myles and Kim Wolfe mentor
three teams of up-and-coming reno-
vators. This week’s battle is in the
kitchen and judges Chelsea and Cole
DeBoer (Down Home Fab) will pick the
victor.

Death by Fame
Investigation Discovery, 9 p.m. h
Season Premiere
Season 2 of this true-crime docuseries
begins with the tragic tale of Tara Cor-
rea-McMullen, a young actress known
for her role as Graciela Reyes on the TV
series Judging Amy. At just 15 years
old, Correa-McMullen rose to fame
from the tough streets of Los Angeles,
but a romance with the wrong person
took her down a dangerous path and
out of the spotlight forever.

Bad Romance – 
A Special Edition of 20/20
ABC, 10 p.m. h New Series
This gripping exploration of love gone
wrong takes an intimate look at the
complexities that can arise in matters
of the heart, aiming to shed light on
various cautionary tales of romance by
showcasing real-life relationships that
went sideways.

The Playboy Murders
Investigation Discovery, 10 p.m.; also
streams on Max h Season Premiere
This true-crime series returns with
murder and mystery within the world of
the popular men’s magazine Playboy.
The season begins with the story of
Sandy Bentley, who, alongside her
identical twin sister, was a former live-
in girlfriend of Hugh Hefner’s and rose
to fame – until her stardom became
shrouded in suspicions of foul play.

“The Bachelor” Joey Graziadei. DISNEY

Network broadcasting shows are listed in Eastern/Pacific Time, unless
noted otherwise. Shows air one hour earlier in Central/Mountain Time.
Cable broadcasting shows are listed in Eastern Time. 
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Our heartfelt gratitude extends to the
event’s sponsors, without whom this
achievement would not have been pos-
sible:

h Premier Sponsor: Sanibel Captiva
Community Bank

h Title Sponsor: First Horizon Bank
Foundation

h Event Sponsor: Grampy’s Charities
h Presenting Sponsor: Martin Brower
h Eagle Sponsors: Arch Manage-

ment, Lee Health Foundation Golisano
Children’s Hospital of Southwest Flori-
da, Richard Paul, Cameratta Compa-
nies, and Turano Florida Bun

h Lunch Sponsor: California Closets
h Putting Contest Sponsor: Richard

DeStefano
h Beverage Cart Sponsor: Dr Pepper
h Bag Drop Sponsor: Stansell Con-

struction LLC
h Bag Hole Drop Sponsor: Grandma’s

Grove RV Park
h Hole Flag Sponsors: Blue Knights

FLXVI, Lee County Sheriff’s Office, Be-

snard Insurance, Dairy-Mix, Inc., Ad-
ams Foods, Inc., and Grandma’s Grove
RV Park

h Hole-In-One Sponsor: Scanlon Au-
to Group

h Ball Cannon Sponsor: Gulf Pointe
Properties

h In-Kind Sponsor: Vectra Digital
Congratulations to the winning

teams:
h 1st Place Winners First Horizon

Bank (team #2): Players Ralph Cioffi,
Lee Weeks, James Mason, and Rodney
Bungartz

h 2nd Place winners - First Horizon
Bank (team #1): Players John Dwyer,
Bryan Simmering, Golf Pro, Matt Bev-
ins, and Greg Mitchell

h 3rd Place winners - Team Jandik:
Players Dr. Ken Jandik, Dennis Glover,
Bob Foust, and Ric Nalyd

“Stay tuned for details about our 7th
annual Grampy’s Pro-Am Golf Tourna-
ment that will take place in December
2024,” Julie added.

For more information about support-
ing RMHC SWFL and underwriting op-
portunities, visit our website,
rmhcswfl.org, or contact Julie Todaro at
(239) 437-0202 or julie@rmhcswfl.org. 

Volunteers Judy Nedeau, Francine Zizelman, Grampy, John Arnold, Amber
Jandik, Gail Seamonds, and Marie Martin COURTESY

Golf
Continued from Page 1C
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ACROSS
1 Tibetan monk 
5 Jack who ate no 

fat
10 Hourglass 

contents
14 Death notice, 

briefly
15 Unrefined
16 Pointed arch
17 “—is life!”
18 Funny business
19 Gush
20 Took the helm 
22 Damaged
24 Specify
25 Skater's milieu
26 Rock salt 
29 Uselessness
34 Brainchild
35 Thought 

carefully
36 Role in “The 

Matrix"
37 Arrange for
38 Print measures
39 Bill
40 Spot on a card
41 Less common
43 Irish Gaelic
44 Secured
46 Ate a little of
48 Health resort
49 Buckeye State
50 Natty
53 College exam

57 Woodwind 
instrument

58 Gladden
61 Peter, Paul and 

Mary
62 Soft mineral
63 Antlers
64 Sailors’ saint
65 Dele's undoing
66 Baker’s need
67 Whitetail

DOWN
1 Forfeiture
2 Border on
3 Household 

pests
4 Certain Greek
5 Devious plan
6 Prig
7 Jamaican 

export
8 Fuss
9 Destructive 

insect
10 Chestnut horse
11 Edible seaweed
12 Snowfield
13 Feat
21 Spill the beans 
23 Amino —
26 Zoo animal, for 

short
27 Extemporize 

(2 wds.)
28 Jumped
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29 Was in a rage
30 “Back in the —"
31 Unreactive
32 Tantalize
33 Joined animals 
35 Simple
39 Utterly 

infatuated
41 Mellow
42 Lawlessness
45 Facet
46 Strong desire
47 Assist 
49 Portents

50 “Connect the —"
51 “Like------- out

of Hades"
52 Staff
54 — Stanley 

Gardner
55 Hoarfrost
56 Wasteland
59 Gardening tool
60 Time
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